
So the men sat down, numbering about 5,000. Then Jesus took the 
loaves, gave thanks, and distributed them to those who were 
seated. He also distributed the fish, as much as they wanted. When 
they were completely satisfied, he told his disciples, "Collect the 
pieces that are left over so that nothing is lost."  
 

So they collected them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of 
the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. When the 
people saw the sign that he had done, they kept saying, "Truly this 
is the Prophet who was to come into the world!"  
 

Then Jesus, realizing that they were about to come and take him by 
force to make him king, withdrew again to the hillside by himself. “ 
 
Musical Reflection: 

“In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful”    
 THE TAIZE COMMUNITY 
 

Meditation Stations. 
 Please feel free to visit the meditation stations and to 
 reflect on the information there, take time to let 
 the stories challenge you to pray quietly for situations 
 that meet our brothers and sisters in other nations. 
 

Vigil Prayers 
Gathering for a time of Open Prayer. 

 

Closing Reflection 
 Call to mind from the gospels, significant pictures of  
 Jesus using the following words -  I see Jesus…….. 
 

 (Example) I see Jesus opening his hands to the suffering 
 of the  man with Leprosy .. “I am willing….Be clean, he 
 said” 
 
 

Listening Blessing: 
 

 In you gracious God, 
The widowed find a carer, 
the orphaned find a parent, 
the tearful find a friend. 
 

In you, 
the wounded find a healer, 
the penitent find a pardoner, 
The burdened find a counsellor. 
 

In you, 
the miserly find a beggar, 
the despondent find a laughter-maker, 
the legalists find a rule-breaker. 
 

In you, Jesus Christ, 
we meet our Maker, 
and our match. 
 

And if in your world some need to say, “Help me” 
and if in your world some need to say “Save me” 
and if in your world some need to say “Hold me” 
and if in your world  some need to say “Forgive me” 
Let these be said in confidence that God hears every 
prayer through Christ Jesus, and answers the call of the 
suffering.  
Amen 
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Opening Responses 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, 
you too were tired 
when the day was done; 
you met your friends at evening time. 
COME, LORD JESUS 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, 
you too enjoyed 
when nights drew on 
you told your tales at close of day. 
COME, LORD JESUS 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, 
you kindled faith 
when lamps were low; 
You opened scriptures, 
broke the bread, 
And shed your light as darkness fell. 
COME, LORD JESUS 
MEET US HERE.  

 
Musical Reflection 

 
”No Limit” - THE MARANATHA COMMUNITY 

 
Prayer 

You broke down the barriers 
When you crept in beside us. 
For in Jesus…….the smiling Jesus 
        the story telling Jesus 
 the controversial Jesus 
 the annoying Jesus 
 the loving and forgiving Jesus 
Your hands touched all and touched us, 
showing how in Christ 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither male nor female: 
ALL ARE ONE IN CHRIST JESUS 
AND FOR THIS WE PRAISE YOU 
 
You opened our eyes, 
To see how the hands of the rich were empty 
How the hands of the poor were full. 
 You dared take the widow’s mite, 
 the child’s loaves, 
 the babe at the breast, 
And in these simple things 
to point out the path to your Kingdom, 
You said “Follow me”! 
For on our own we could never discover 
That in Christ 
There is neither Jew nor Gentile 
Neither male nor female. 
ALL ARE ONE IN CHRIST JESUS 
AND FOR THIS WE PRAISE YOU 

You gave us hands to hold: 
Black hands and white hands, 
African hands and Asian hands, 
The clasping hands of lovers, 
And the reluctant hands of those who don’t believe 
They are worth holding. 
And when we want to shake our fist, 
You still want to hold our hand, 
Because in Christ, 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither male nor female. 
ALL ARE ONE IN CHRIST JESUS 
AND FOR THIS WE PRAISE YOU 
 
Here in the community 
of the neighbour we know, 
and the stranger in our midst, 
and the self from whom we turn, 
We ask to be loved as Jesus loved. 
Make this place and time, good, Lord, 
when heaven and earth merge into one, 
and we in word and flesh can grasp, 
That in Christ, 
there is neither Jew nor Gentile, 
neither male nor female: 
ALL ARE ONE IN CHRIST JESUS 
AND FOR THIS WE PRAISE YOU 
 

 
 
 

A reading from God’s word 
The Gospel of St John chapter 6: 1-15   
 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand 
 
  

“After this, Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee 
(or Tiberias).  A large crowd kept following him because they had 
seen the signs that he was performing on the sick.   
 
 

But Jesus went up on a hillside and sat down there with his        
disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.  
When Jesus looked up and saw that a large crowd was coming  
toward him, he said to Philip, "Where can we buy bread for these 
people to eat?"   
 
 

Jesus said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going 
to do.  Philip answered him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is 
not enough for each of them to get a little."   
 
 

One of his disciples, Andrew, who was Simon Peter's brother, said 
to him,   "There's a little boy here who has five barley loaves and 
two small fish. But what are they among so many people?"  Jesus 
said, "Have the people sit down." Now there was plenty of grass in 
that place.  
 

  


